
Year 5 Curriculum Overview
Autumn Term 1

 

Term: Autumn
Term 1

Topic title Planet
Earth

Key
Questions

Past:  How did people use the sun, moon and stars in their everyday life? 
Present: How does the sun affect our everyday life? (time zones, 24-hour lifestyles, farming, daylight hours in 
different places) 
Future: How dangerous could the sun become? (sun itself, skin cancers etc, deserts, erosion, bodies of water 
drying up) 

Avenues for
exploration

 The importance of the sun 
 How can we protect ourselves from 

the sun? Hat, Splat Wrap. Nivea sun 
care for schools 

 Climate Change: how do we stop our 
planet from overheating? 

Charity Link ASHA

Global themes
covered

British Values

UN Global Links Fossebrook
Values

                   

Visit/
experience

linked to the
topic

School Trip to the National Space Centre on 
Wednesday 25th September 2024

Overall
outcome for

topic
(showcase)

PROUD Afternoon for children to show their work to
parents. 

Key Text
suggestions

 Cosmic / Sputnik – Guide to Earth- Frank 
Cottrell 

 Ask an Astronaut: My guide to life in space 
 Hidden Figures: The True Story of Four 

Black Women and the Space Race - Margot
Lee Shetterly  

 Sun, Earth and Moon  
 This Rock, That Rock 
 Elon Musk – This Book is About Rockets 
 The Skies Above My Eyes 
 Pandora – Video from Literacy Shed 

English/
Phonics

suggestions

Jane Considine – The Write Stuff       
Genre: Narrative- War Story- The Christmas Truce 
Grammar
-Semi-colons
- dialogue 
- Relative Clauses
- Adverbs
- Complex Sentences

Genre: Non-Fiction- Biography – David 
Attenborough 
Grammar
- punctuation for parenthesis
- Colon
- model verbs
- exclamation sentences
- Adverbial phrases
- prefixes
-inverted commas

MATHS  Place value- numbers up to 1,000,000
 Addition and Subtraction- whole numbers 

SCIENCE  Describe the movement of the Earth, and other 
planets, relative to the Sun in the solar system 



with more than 4 digits- including using 
formal written methods.

 Describe the movement of the Moon relative to 
the Earth  

 Describe the Sun, Earth and Moon as 
approximately spherical bodies  

 Use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day 
and night and the apparent movement of the sun 
across the sky. 

GEOGRAPHY HISTORY

Art Drawing- I Need Space.
This unit focuses on understanding 
retrofuturism, developing skills in evaluating 
images and creating art through various 
drawing processes, including collagraph 
printmaking.

Design
Technology

Computing Teach Computing:
Computing systems and networks -Sharing 
Information - Unit 1 

Online Safety Project Evolve:
Copyright and Ownership

Music Charanga 
 Reflect, Rewind and Reply
 Unit specific focus: Classic Rock Music

MFL Primary Languages: 
Spanish

PSHE PHSE Association: Relationships 
Families and friendships
Safe relationships

RE

PE
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